
McLean Area Branch 
AAUW of Virginia 

 Book Sale  

Preparations  

Underway 
 

Although our first official book collection 

Saturday is not until May 14, your book 

sale leadership team is already hard at 

work. Helene Beale, Reed Isbell, brand 

new member Sally Goodson, and I are 

conferring frequently and making prepara-

tions for the summerôs big push toward 

our next record-breaking (we hope!) 

McLean Area Branch Book Sale. The 

book sale dates are September16 to 18 ï 

write that in BIG LETTERS on your cal-

endar. 

 

Our book collection Saturdays will be 

May 14, June 4, June 25, July 9, and July 

30. Diane Alden will soon be calling members to 

get volunteers to staff these collection dates in 

two-hour shifts. Some people have already 

signed up for a date. If you know the Saturday 

you would prefer to help, call Diane, 703/356-

7452, (although at the moment she is still in 

Vermont at 802/362-0839). 

 

After the first collection, we will begin sorting 

and boxing operations on the 3rd floor of the Sun 

Trust Bank at 515 Maple Ave. East in Vienna. 

As the books are sorted, the piles of history, 

mystery, romance, classics, etc. quickly grow 

tall! It is important to have people who will take 

responsibility for reviewing and boxing the 

books in each subject area. We are delighted that 

several members have already agreed to take 

responsibility for subjects they have handled so 

ably before. But here are areas that need some-

one to ñadoptò them: behavioral science, educa-
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April Meeting Program 

The Turning Point 
 

N EWSFLASH: DID YOU KNOW THAT Fairfax County, Virginia, is the site of 

possibly the most significant moment in the 

fight for womenôs suffrage in the United States. 

 

Come hear more from Kathleen Pablo, a mem-

ber of The Turning Point Suffragist Memorial 

Committee, at the McLean Area AAUW April 

19th meeting at 7 p.m. at the McLean Commu-

nity Center. Bring your daughters and anyone 

who would like to know more about this signifi-

cant event in womenôs history. 

 

Populations around the world are fighting for 

more independence and to have a say in how 

they are governed. But it took 72 years until 

1920 before women in the USA were accorded 

the same right to vote as men! The events in 

Fairfax County, in the vicinity of the Occoquan 

Regional Park in 1917 were considered critical 

to that eventual success in 1920. The Turning 

Point Suffragist Memorial Committee is work-

ing with the Northern Virginia Regional Park 

Authority to raise funds to erect a suffragist me-

morial to commemorate the struggle of these 

women and educate future generations. AAUW 

is a partner in this endeavor. 

 

When you hear what those brave women en-

dured to secure the right to vote you might never 

fail to vote again. Come hear about the history 

and the beautiful plans to bring tribute to them 

in Occoquan Regional Park. 

 

Sandy Sieber 



Page 2, McLean Area Branch NEWS: April 2011    

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he forsythia is blooming, daffodils are in full yellow, little tulip leaves are peeking 

out, and it is time for us to spring into action. 

The statewide meeting in lovely Wytheville is 

coming up, and we are looking forward to both 

work and fun with our statewide colleagues. 

We also look forward to the annual authorôs 

luncheon where Helen Simonson will be the 

guest speaker. If you have not yet read her first 

novel, Major Pettigrewôs Last Stand, I highly 

recommend this charming book, and I hope to 

see you at the luncheon. 

 

Our annual March potluck and business meet-

ing was a success. Check out Mary Louôs 

ñBranch Buzzò on page 3. 

 

Caroline Pickens reported on the one member 

one/vote procedures. We now have an oppor-

tunity to have all of our voices heard. You will 

find all the information on the candidates and 

issues on the AAUW website (www.aauw.org). 

You will want to look at the candidateôs bios 

and study the comments to the proposed by-

laws amendments, particularly #6 and # 8. You 

will be able to vote online or by paper ballot. 

You will receive the paper ballot along with a 

voting guide sometime after April 15. Voting 

online will save you the cost of a stamp and 

will save AAUW money. 

 

Mary Lou Melley, Peggy Stotz, and I met with 

the AAUW Director of Development Laura 

McCulty Stepp, who gave us some wonderful 

ideas about how we can spend the money we 

raise in our branch. There are a number of op-

tions, and we will be presenting them to you at 

(Continued on page 3) 

McLean Area 

 Branch 

2010/2011 
EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

Co-Presidents 

Mary Lou Melley 

703/536-6498 

melleym@aol.com 

Nancy Patterson 

703/847-3195 

nanrpatt@aol.com 

Program 

 Co-Vice Presidents 
Dorothy Hassan 

703/407-2828 

dshassan@aol.com 

Yvon Jensen 

703/281-3616 

ygjensen@fcps.edu 

Membership 

Co-Vice Presidents 

Sheila Fletcher 

703/281-0398 

SheilaFletcher@mac.com 

Sandra Sieber 
571/214-4006 

chuckandsandy@comcast.net 

Treasurer 
Jo Young 

703/448-0467 

nosigma@aol.com 

Board Secretary 
Suzanne Hamilton 

703/759-6264 

suzanhamil@aol.com 

Branch Secretaries 
Margaret Hines 

202/337-2294 

bonitahines@aol.com 

  

Tea at Sandy Sieberõs home. Back row, from left: Branch members Dorothy Hassan, Ginger 

MacEwen, Sandy Sieber, Mary Lou Melley, Nancy Patterson, Sheila Fletcher, Miriam Howard. Front 

from left: New branch members Brenda Higgins, Mary Ellen Keene, and Aroona Borpujari and 

guest Margie Broderick                                                                                                      Photo by Rebecca Horahan 
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a later date. We are just feeling so good about 

completing the McLean Area 40th Anniversary 

Research & Projects Grant during the 2011 fis-

cal year. From now on, each year a grantee will 

have the privilege of being sponsored by our 

grant. 

 

Lobby Corps is still hard at work. We lobbied 

about the Paycheck Fairness Act as it will be 

reintroduced in the 112th Congress. Mary Lou, 

Aroona, and I took the Metro to the House of 

Representatives, and on the way, a lovely young 

lady saw my AAUW folder and said that her 

mom had received an AAUW scholarship years 

ago. I looked up at her and said, ñI hope you 

plan on joining AAUWò and she smiled. 

 

Our Book Sale leadership team members Ginger 

MacEwen, Helene Beale, Sally Goodson, and 

Reed Isobel met to make plans for our sale in 

September. All is going smoothly, and a number 

of members are already signed up to help with 

collections and publicity. 

 

On a very rainy Sunday in March, Sandy Sieber 

had a lovely tea in her home to welcome new 

members Sandy Lewis-Haskell, Aroona  

Borpujari, Brenda Higgins, and Mary Ellen 

Keene. We like their enthusiasm and look for-

ward to working with them throughout the 

years! 

 

According to my grandmotherôs 1929 

Websterôs dictionary, ñsuffragetteò is de-

fined as a woman who advocates womenôs 

suffrage, and ñsuffragistò is defined as one 

who possesses or exercises the political 

right of suffrage; a voter, and this segues 

into the announcement of our wonderful 

April 19th branch meeting at the McLean 

Community Center. Kathleen Pablo, a 

member of the memorial committeeôs 

ñaudience committeeò at Lorton, will en-

lighten us about the new plans for the me-

morial to the suffragettes. Come hear the 

stories of these women and see how they 

will be honored. 

 

I hope you are planning to attend the 

AAUW National Convention in our own 

Washington D.C. in June. Find all the con-

vention details at www.AAUW.org.  

 

Enjoy spring. We all look forward to the warmer 

weather. 

 

Nancy 

 

 

 

Branch Buzz * 
 

M embers gathered early for the potluck branch meeting on March 15. After 

choosing from diverse main dishes as well as a 

multitude of chocolate desserts, we sat at round 

tables to eat and enjoy discussions. A few ques-

tions were distributed to each table and one per-

son acted as reporter for that table. The results 

were announced to all present. Observation: 

branch members are quick to share ideas and 

opinions and those reporters were at ease when 

summarizing the results to all. 

 

Perhaps you have seen graphics in the newspa-

per that contain what appear to be random 

words, but represent the frequency of words 

used in a survey of people, for instance, to de-

scribe a candidate running for election. The rela-

tive size of each word represents the frequency 

of occurrence of the word. Members were each 

asked for one word to describe the best thing 

about being an AAUW member. Looking at the 

results from all those present, the largest word 

would be ófriends.ô Others mentioned include 

education, diversity, women, interests, book 

sale, political clout, fellowships, intellectual 

stimulation, and equity. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 5) 

From the Editor 

The McLean Area Branch News is pub-

lished monthly, September through June, 

except for a bimonthly issue for Decem-

ber and January. Articles are due the 

20th of the month preceding each issue. 

Articles should be in final form and 

identified as being for the newsletter. 

Guidelines for your articles are welcome 

as are suggestions for the newsletter.  

 

Please send your articles for the  May 

News by April 20 via e-mail or postal 

mail.  

prbacher@verizon.net  

Pam Bacher 1442 Towlston Rd., 

Vienna, VA 22182 

Newsletter Editor: Pam Bacher, 703/281-2595 

Mailing: Barbara Carr, 703/356-3127 
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The Policy Agenda  

from AAUW 

 

A AUW released its 2011-12 fed-

eral policy agenda, a compre-

hensive set of goals aimed at improv-

ing equity for women and girls. In-

cluded are: closing the persistent gen-

der pay gap, expanding workplace 

and educational opportunities for 

women and girls; and ensuring civil 

rights. (The entire policy agenda is on 

www.aauw.org ) 

 

Progress at MIT 

The New York Times on March 21 had a very 

interesting article, óGains and Drawbacks for 

Female Professorsô It contains bad news, mostly 

good news, as well as a twist, of course. The 

following are excerpts from the article. 

 

MIT acknowledged 12 years ago that it had dis-

criminated against female professors in ósubtle 

but pervasiveô ways and it became a national 

model for addressing gender inequity. There 

followed efforts to address that inequity. Now, 

an evaluation of those efforts shows substantial 

progress. 

 

In a 1999 report, the universityôs president, 

Charles M. Vest, wrote óI have always believed 

that contemporary gender discrimination within 

universities is part reality and part perception. 

But I now understand that reality is by far the 

greater part of the balance.ô  

 

Following his statement, the National Science 

Foundation and the National Academies began 

significant efforts to increase opportunities for 

women in science. Major philanthropies gave $1 

million to help MIT to spread the word and other 

universities replicated the effort. Women at the 

Schools of Science and Engineering decided to 

repeat the study this year after the head of phys-

ics suggested a two-day conference on the wom-

en of MIT to help mark the instituteôs 150th  

anniversary. 

 

The new study describes óstunningô progress; the 

number of female faculty members nearly dou-

bled in the School of Science since 1999, as well 

as in the School of Engineering whose study was 

completed in 2002. More women are in critical 

decision-making positions at MIT. There is a 

female president and women serve as deans and 

department heads.  

 

One of the problems noted in the report is the 

perception that correcting bias means lowering 

standards for women. In rebuttal, administrators 

say they have increased the number of women 

by broadening their searches; and no one is hired 

without óoff-scaleô recommendations from at 

least 15 scholars outside MIT. 

 

Finally, among women on the science and engi-

neering faculties, there are more than two dozen 

members of the National Academy of Sciences; 

four winners of the National Medal of Science; 

the recipient of the top international award in 

computer science; and the winners of a host of 

other fellowships and prizes. 

 

April 12 is Equal Pay Day 

Nationally, there is still inequity overall in pay 

for women, 77 cents on the dollar. A woman has 

to work the whole year, of 2010 and up to April 

12, 2011, to earn what men make in 2010. There 

will be opportunities for events in Washington, 

so look them up at www.aauw.org. 

 

Equity in Education 

The Lobby Corps has represented AAUW mem-

bers on policy issues by meeting with staff of 

elected officials on Capitol Hill. A recent and on

-going concern is the effort to continue to pro-

vide taxpayer money to private schools in the 

District of Columbia. The following is a re-

sponse to this issue by Virginia Senator Jim 

Webb.  

 

 ñI believe it is imperative to strengthen access 

to a quality education. Education is the key to a 

successful future and gateway to opportunities 

for all children é On March 16, 2010, I voted 

against an amendment that would reauthorize 

the D.C. Scholarship Opportunity Program for 

an additional five years. My vote was based on 

my belief that scarce federal education funding 

should be directed toward making improvements 

to the public school system, where every child 

has access.ô (From an e-mail from Senator Webb 

in response to my message to him). Way to go!  

 

Equity in the Military 

AAUW has announced that the Military Leader-

ship Diversity Commission, charged with  

evaluating womenôs and minoritiesô access to 

leadership opportunities in the American armed 

forces released a report concluding that the  

(Continued on page 5) 

Public  

Policy  

Matters! 

http://www.aauw.org
http://www.aauw.org
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Department of Defense should rescind the Com-

bat Exclusion Policy so as to increase diversity 

in military leadership. The policy, which prohib-

its women from serving in combat units, effec-

tively withholds from women the fastest route 

for advancement into military leadership. 

(Personal comment ï women have been in com-

bat for many, many years. Ask me about my 

daughterôs experience in the Air Force.) 

 

AAUW stands by women in the military and 

seeks to both honor their service and reflect on 

the progress that remains to be made. 

 

Sources include The New York Times, 3/21/11, 

AAUWôs communications; Mission in Action, 

Washington Update, and e-mail from Senator 

Webbôs office. 

 

Mary Lou Melley, Co-President 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

Asked what one branch program was liked the 

most, there was a wide range of answers includ-

ing programs on Cuba, Military leader Grace 

Hopper, International Dinner, Tracee Hamilton, 

the GMU professor on communication and tech-

nology, Herblock, Catherine Frye, and the histo-

ry of the underground railroad in the area. Many 

articulated their appreciation of group cultural 

events. Another question asked each member for 

a bright idea to improve branch operations or 

programs. Since there was a good range of an-

swers, the board will discuss those ideas at their 

next meeting. Reminder ï board meetings are 

open to all members. 

 

A business meeting followed, with the election 

of officers: we welcome Aroona Borpujari as a 

new member of the board and treasurer.  

Caroline Pickens described our participation in 

one member ï one vote this coming May. 

 

Finally, many thanks to Ginger MacEwen and 

Reed Isbell for providing hospitality that includ-

ed tablecloths, flowers (which were given to 

members whose birthday was closest to the 

meeting date of March 15) and a more compli-

cated set up than usual. 

 

*Buzz being a synonym for óreportô 

 

Mary Lou Melley, Co-President 

ñBranch Buzzò 
(Continued from page 3) 

One Member, One Vote  
 

The proposed bylaws changes, resolutions, and candidate profiles for the final slate of candi-

dates have been posted on the AAUW web site (www.aauw.org). Go to the web site and click 

on ñOne Member, One Voteò to find out all the details. You will need your membership number 

to sign in; you can find it at the top of the mailing label on your Outlook magazine. 

 

Voting materials for the election, the amendment of bylaws, and the adoption of resolutions will 

be mailed to members on or about April 15, 2011. The materials will contain detailed infor-

mation on submitting the ballot and the deadline by which the vote must be received.  

 

Casting the Ballot 

A member may cast a vote by mailed paper ballot, online electronic ballot, or in-person elec-

tronic ballot at convention. The timeline for voting is as follows: 

¶ April 15, 2011 - Paper ballots personalized with member number and a pin number mailed 

to all members. 

¶ May 1, 2011 - Electronic voting period begins. Online voting is encouraged. It is fast, easy, 

and secure. 

¶ May 31, 2011 - Mailed paper ballots must be postmarked by 11:59 p.m. EST. Paper ballots 

submitted after that date will not be counted. 
 

June 17, 2011 - Electronic voting period ends at 9 p.m. EST online or onsite at the convention. 

http://www.aauw.org
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Bridge 
Ruth Powers 

 703/821-2431 

ruthpowers@starpower.net 

Current Events 
Mary Lou Melley 

703/536-6498 

MelleyM@aol.com 

Around Town 

Great Decisions  
Morning 

Angela Ehemann 

703/893-3578 

acehemann@verizon.net 

Noon 

Betsy Reddaway 

703/448-9195 

pbreddaway@verizon.net 

International  
Hospitality 
Miriam Howard 

703/532-8975  

mshoward2@verizon.net 

Morning Literature 
Mary de Tray 

703/992-7526 

mdetray@gmail.com 

Rebecca Horahan 

703/356-1424 

rhorahan@verizon.net 
 

 

 

 

CURRENT EVENTS 
 

The Current Events group met on March 1, 

with everyone prepared with at least one top-

ic. Since the Academy Awards had taken 

place over the weekend, everyone wanted to 

talk about movies. But, we discussed other 

topics as well, such as the situation with the 

unions and the governor in Wisconsin, and 

the new iPad. 

 

If youôd like to attend the next Current 

Events meeting on Tuesday, April 5, please 

notify Jeanette Calland, at 703/734-0659, or 

e-mail to: janeausten61@verizon.net. The 

meeting will be at our regular location, 

Star*Nut Caf®, 1445 Laughlin Ave., McLean, 

in the Palladium. 

 

Linda Regan 

MORNING LIT 
 

The Literature Group will hold its annual 

author luncheon on Friday, April 8 at noon at 

the McLean Community Center. This yearôs 

speaker is Helen Simonson, author of Major 

Pettigrewôs Last Stand. The catered luncheon 

is $25. For information and reservations con-

tact Ruth Powers by April 1 at 703/821-2431.  

 

Rebecca Horahan 

GREAT DECISIONS 
  

In April, the group will be discussing Chapter 

3, The Horn of Africa. 

 

Meeting places: 

April 14, noon, at the home of Luz Meloy.  

April 19, 9:30 a.m., at the home of Betsy  

Reddaway with Sandee Lewis-Haskell host-

ing.  

 

Please contact your hostess if you plan to 

attend. 

  

Angela and Betsy 

 

INTERNATIONAL  

HOSPITALITY 
 

The International Hospitality group will meet 

only twice in April instead of the usual every 

Wednesday morning. The first meeting will 

be a tour of the Natural History Museum at 

10 a.m. on Wednesday, April 6. Diane  

Moranôs husband, Mike, will lead the tour for 

us. We hope to see the orchids and crocheted 

coral reef. 

 

The other meeting will be hosted by Connie 

Small, 1412 Rosewood Hill Dr. Vienna, on 

April 13 at 10 a.m. Maya Somers will show 

us how to tie scarves. 

  

We welcome new members who can host and 

be active members. Please, contact Miriam 

Howard (703/532-8975 or  

mshoward2@verizon.net) if you are interest-

ed or have questions. 

 

Miriam Howard 

tion, health, sports, humor, romance, parent-

ing, music, womenôs issues, philosophy, me-

dia & journalism, reference, hobbies and 

crafts, audio-visual (including VHS, DVDs, 

CDs, Audio Tapes, and Audio books both 

tapes and CDs). Let Helene Beale (703/248-

0594) know if you would like to take charge 

of one or more of those areas. 

 

In April we can all begin to remind our 

friends, family, and neighbors that McLean 

Area Branch will be eager to receive their 

used books starting in May. Also, it is never 

too early to start collecting boxes. Everyoneôs 

efforts are appreciatedðTHINK BOOK 

SALE! 

 

 Ginger MacEwen 

ñBook Saleò 
(Continued from page 1) 

Book Collection Dates 

May 14 

June 4    June 25 

July 9    July 30 

mailto:janeausten61@verizon.net
mailto:mshoward2@verizon.net
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AAUW McLean Area Branch  

Spring Dinner 

Guest Speaker 

Andrew Kreig 

Executive Director 

 Justice Integrity Project 

One Manõs Reflection on the Erosion of Womenõs Movement Gains 
ñ and What  To Do About It 

Menu  

FIRST COURSE 
Choice of Salad or Soup 

ENTRÉE CHOICE 
Garganelli pasta  

with a beef, veal, and pork òBologneseó sauce 

or 
Spaghetti with Manila clams  

in white wine, parsley, and fresh chili sauce 

or 
Orecchiette pasta with Romanesco, pine nuts and dry ricotta 

DESSERT 

Bunet Piermontese,  

dark chocolate custard with amaretto sauce 

COFFEE OR  TEA 

Please send your reservations, together with your check ($38 per person includes tip and tax)  

 before May 6. Make check payable to AAUW ð McLean Area Branch and  

mail to Trianthe Dakolias, 1246 Stoneham Court, McLean VA 22101 

When 
Tuesday May 10 

6:45 p.m. cash bar 
7:30 p.m. dinner 

Where 
Assaggi  
Osteria 

6641  

Old Dominion Dr.,  

McLean 

Friends,  
colleagues from other 

branches, and others are 
welcome! 

Reservation ($38 per person)  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Your entrée choice 

will be made  

at the dinner 



 

McLean Area Branch 

1442 Towlston Rd. 

Vienna, VA 22182 

Branch Website: 

www.mcleanaauw.org 

AAUW advances 

equity for wom-

en and girls 

through  

advocacy,  

education, and  

research. 

APRIL CALENDAR  

By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through 

educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.  

For membership information call  
Sheila Fletcher 703/281-0398 or Sandra Sieber 571/214-4006  

In principle and in practice, 

AAUW values and seeks a 

diverse membership. There 

shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organi-

zation on the basis of gen-

der, race, creed, age, sexual 

orientation, national origin, 

disability, or class. 

 

Website: www.AAUW.org 

Tues, 5 9:30 a.m. Current Events Meeting at the Star 

  Nut Caf® in McLean * 

 7 p.m. Board Meeting at the McLean 

  Government Center Balls Hill Rd. 

Wed, 6 10 a.m. International Hospitality tour of 

  the Natural History Museum * 

Fri, 8 Noon Morning Lit Author Luncheon at the  McLean Community Center * 

Fri, 8 to Sun, 10 AAUW VA State Meeting in Wytheville, VA 

Tues, 12  Equal Pay Day *   

Wed, 13 10 a.m. International Hospitality hosted by Connie Small * 

Thurs, 14 Noon Great Decisions Discussion Group at Luz Meloyôs home * 

Tues, 19 9:30 a.m. Great Decisions Discussion Group at Betsy Reddawayôs home * 

Tues, 19 7 p.m. Branch Meeting at the McLean Community Center *  

Wed, 20  Deadline for the May News 

* Info on event in this newsletter 


