
McLean Area Branch 
AAUW of Virginia 

 Sorting Through  

a Mountain  

of Books 
 

O 
n the first book collec-

tion day for our  

September sale, we 

received an impressive 

number of donated books. The sorting 

effort began immediately and continues 

whenever the SunTrust Bank (515 Maple 

Ave. East, Vienna) is open.  

 

To get to our sorting site, enter the 

front door of the bank; walk through 

the lobby to the door on the right which takes 

you to the elevator. We work on the third floor. 

Please join us to sort and box these wonderful 

books as we get ready for the sale. You can sort 

books any time during the bankôs open hours: 

  

Monday through Wednesday  

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,  

Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and  

Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

 

On Thursdays a bridge group uses the large 

room, so we try not to be there at the same time 

they are. Please leave our space 15 minutes be-

fore the bank closes, and let the bank staff know 

if youôre the last person out, so they can set the 

security locks. 

 

If youôre new to book sorting, youôll find in-

structions in Room #1 on the third floor of Sun-

Trust Bank. Or you can call one of the co-chairs 

and weôll meet you at the bank to show you the 

ropes. 

 

Our remaining book collection dates at SunTrust 

are Saturdays June 25, July 9, and July 30, 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. So please tell your 

friends and neighbors. 

 

Volunteers Needed for the Sale! 

Amanda Norton urges volunteers to sign up now 

to work at the book sale, Sept. 16ï18, at the 

McLean Community Center. From floor-

workers to cashiers to hall monitors, we need 

everyoneôs participation to make the sale a suc-

cess. Since Amanda will be away for part of the 

summer, she requests that you contact her as 

soon as possible Amandanorton1@yahoo.com), 

and sheôll assign you to your preferred slot(s) in 

the schedule. If you donôt have access to e-mail, 

please call her at 916/367-7499.  

 

The book sale raises money for scholarships and 

grants for women and girls. Itôs a huge effort but 

we have a good time working on it. So do come 

join us at SunTrust Bank this summer! 

 

An Orphan 

Do you have a special interest in biographies? 

We get lots of them and really need someone to 

take charge of reviewing and boxing them. 

Would one or two of you volunteer to ñadoptò 

biographies? 

 

P.S. Please bring boxes to the bank! We need 

lots of strawberry, cherry, and similar boxes 

from the supermarket and bigger boxes that can 

be cut down to the right size for books of vari-

ous dimensions. 

 

Helene Beale (heleneandjim@comcast.net) 

Reed Isbell (rwisbell@verizon.net) 

Ginger MacEwen 

(vmacewen@alumni.duke.edu) 
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ñWhat is so rare as a day in June? Then, if ev-

er, come perfect days.ò As I just learned, this 

was written by James Russell Lowell (1819-

1891) and is found in the poem, The Vision of 

Sir Launfal.It provides many segues for us as 

members of the McLean Area Branch of 

AAUW.  

 

First you may be reading this sometime during 

the first ten days of June. This is a rare time for 

AAUW as we embark on our newly-defined 

organization. We all received in the mail an 

envelope with a booklet that shouts, VOTE, 

with subtitles AAUW Public Policy Program 

and AAUW Voter Information Guide. For the 

first time, all members will be voting on pro-

posed changes in the public policy program. 

We are also voting for additional bylaws 

amendments. Proposals 6 and 8 are particularly 

interesting since they involve assets from dis-

solved branches and state organizations. If you 

have questions about these proposals, contact 

branch member Caroline Pickens for answers. 

There are 15 candidates for directors at large 

and we vote for ten. Each of the candidatesô 

resumes is on line and provides information to 

help you decide. And of course TIMING is of 

utmost importance. Paper ballots must have 

been postmarked by May 31, 2011. But online 

voting has begun May 1 and ends June 17 at 9 

p.m.  

 

We are promised perfect days by the poet. And 

this coincides with the beginning of our new 

program and fiscal year, July 1, 2011-2012. We 

start off anew with a clean slate, ready to write 

on it what will be our interesting better-than-

ever programs, studies, discussions, cultural 

events, and new ideas. On Thursday, June 23, 

at 2 p.m. we will be discussing plans for the 

branch programs for the coming year. Dorothy 

Hassan, our program vice-president, invites all 

members to participate.  

 

Perfect days, however, also rely on the basis of 

our organization and our loyalty to it. What 

does bind us to AAUW and McLean Area 

Branch? Many of you answered the following 

question at the March meeting: what is one 

word to describe the best thing about being an 

AAUW member? Those words included  

education, diversity, friendships including in-

ternational friends, interests, political clout, 

fellowships and scholarships, and intellectual 

stimulation. 

 

June is also the month to get serious about put-

ting our ideals to work and commit to helping 

with the book sale. We have three devoted 

chairs, Ginger MacEwen, Reed Isbell, and  

Helene Beale, relying on each one of us to help 

collect, sort, and organize books.  

 

Aroona Borpujari will join the branch board on 

July 1 as treasurer. Many thanks go to current 

treasurer Jo Young who will return to her mul-

titude of other responsibilities. And another 

new member, Alexandra Haskell, will become 

the branch secretary as we bid Margaret Hines 

farewell in that capacity, with thanks for a job 

well done. 

 

Finally, we will still be gathering this summer, 

for Current Events, Great Decisions, lobbying 

on Capitol Hill, and planning meetings as your 

time allows. Have a perfect June day and many 

enjoyable summer experiences. 

 

Mary Lou  Melley 

McLean Area 

 Branch 

2010/2011 
EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

Co-Presidents 

Mary Lou Melley 

703/536-6498 

melleym@aol.com 

Nancy Patterson 

703/847-3195 

nanrpatt@aol.com 

Program 

 Co-Vice Presidents 
Dorothy Hassan 

703/407-2828 

dshassan@aol.com 

Yvon Jensen 

703/281-3616 

ygjensen@fcps.edu 

Membership 

Co-Vice Presidents 

Sheila Fletcher 

703/281-0398 

SheilaFletcher@mac.com 

Sandra Sieber 
571/214-4006 

chuckandsandy@comcast.net 

Treasurer 
Jo Young 

703/448-0467 

nosigma@aol.com 

Board Secretary 
Suzanne Hamilton 

703/759-6264 

suzanhamil@aol.com 

Branch Secretary 
Margaret Hines 

202/337-2294 

bonitahines@aol.com 

  

From the Editor 

The McLean Area Branch News is pub-

lished monthly, September through June, 

except for a bimonthly issue for Decem-

ber and January. Articles are due the 

20th of the month preceding each issue. 

Articles should be in final form and 

identified as being for the newsletter. 

Guidelines for your articles are welcome 

as are suggestions for the newsletter.  

 

Please send your articles for the Sep-

tember News by Aug. 20 via e-mail or 

postal mail.  

prbacher@verizon.net  

Pam Bacher 1442 Towlston Rd., 

Vienna, VA 22182 

Newsletter Editor: Pam Bacher, 703/281-2595 

Mailing: Barbara Carr, 703/356-3127 
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Public  

Policy  

And 

Advocacy 

Matters! 

Local Elections 

Itõs Complicated 
 

D 
id you know that this year is a banner 

year in Virginia for redistricting; changes 

in votersô districts on the state and feder-

al level; primaries to determine candi-

dates for new districts in Northern Virginia due 

to the increase in this areaôs population; and 

voting in November. Here are a few offices 

weôll be voting for: Dranesville district supervi-

sor, state delegate, state senator, Fairfax County 

School Board/Dranesville member, and school 

board member-at-large. There may be more too. 

The problem is, as noted, complicated. In gen-

eral each of us is able to identify with and cling 

to our voting precinct, but there are some chang-

es. In trying to research the information, the web 

sites are neither up-to-date nor clear. 

 

As an example, those who vote at Haycock 

School have been represented by Delegate Jim 

Scott and Senator Janet Howell for many years. 

With the redistricting almost final, except for 

perusal by federal judges, the incumbent Hay-

cock precinct delegate is now Bob Brink who is 

usually associated with Arlington. Senator  

Howell has ólostô many of the precincts in the 

McLean area. Since there are two new Senate 

districts formed, many hopeful citizens are cam-

paigning to become candidates. There will be at 

least one primary on Aug. 23. 

 

The newly-formed Senate District 31 will have 

precincts such as Chesterbrook, Churchill, 

Cooper, Colvin, Forestville, Great Falls, Lang-

ley, Salona, Seneca, Shouse, and Spring Hill, to 

name a few. 

 

Be on the lookout for news about the campaign-

ers and about the listings of precincts in delegate 

and senator districts. It does present a challenge 

to be an informed Virginia voter this year. 

 

Cheerleading and Title Nine 

According to a front page article in the New 

York Times on May 23, cheerleading has lately 

relied on increasingly athletic feats of grace and 

strength. As participants have perfected their 

pyramids and ambitious floor routines, a compli-

cated question has arisen: has cheerleading be-

come a true sport? 

 

For many women who have pushed for equality 

in college sports, that answer has been no. They 

fear that calling it a sport would allow counting 

female cheerleaders as athletes as a way to 

evade the collegeôs obligation to provide oppor-

tunities for women in more traditional 

sports, like softball and soccer. Then 

again, why should cheerleading not be 

considered a sport when it requires a 

complex set of technical skills and phys-

ical fitness. Two groups are asking the 

National Collegiate Athletic Association 

to recognize a new version of cheerlead-

ing as an emerging sport for women, a 

precursor to full status that may lead to 

fully financing cheerleading teams, 

providing scholarships and national 

championships. The effort to get cheer-

leading declared an emerging sport be-

gan in earnest last year after a federal judge 

ruled that Quinnipiac Universityôs competitive 

cheerleading team did not meet Title IX guide-

lines for being counted as a sport. In the NYT 

article AAUWôs Lisa Maatz, director of public 

policy states óTraditional sideline cheerleading 

was always one of the places that schools want-

ed to go, not because they suddenly felt that it 

was a great way of boosting equity, but because 

it was a great way of boosting their rosters,ò thus 

supposedly complying with Title IX. 

 

As one who has observed high school girls who 

cheer and also provide choreographic dance at 

athletic events as well as compete among them-

selves, I believe this is a situation that requires 

more examination, particularly of the motives of 

athletic directors and school or university ad-

ministrators. 

 

AAUW Convention ð Here We Come Congress 

The national convention will be held in Wash-

ington June 16 through 19. On Friday the 17th, 

there will be one thousand AAUW members 

from all over the country traveling to Capitol 

Hill to meet with their respective senators, repre-

sentatives, and/or their staffs. The members will 

deliver specific messages about AAUWôs objec-

tives in relation to current legislative actions. It 

should be fun! Why not join the group, even if it 

is just for that day? 

 

We Get Letters é  
The Governor Responds 

Toward the end of March, our McLean Area 

Branch sent a letter to Governor Robert  

McDonnell with a copy to the president of the 

Virginia Board of Education. This effort origi-

nated with a conversation during a branch Cur-

rent Events gathering concerning the disturbing 

news about a history textbook used in Virginia 

(Continued on page 4) 
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schools that contained erroneous information. 

 

Aroona Borpujari wrote the first draft and a 

number of other members provided edits and 

comments. Our branch board approved sending 

it to the governorôs office. 

 

We received a response from the office of the 

governor as follows: 

ñThank you for contacting Governor McDonnell 

regarding the news of erroneous printed histori-

cal/factual information in two textbooks on the 

Virginia Textbook Adoption List ï Our Virgin-

ia: Past and Present, for fourth grade and Our 

America to 1865. 

 

The Virginia Board of Education has imple-

mented a new textbook adoption process that 

will ensure that professional historians review 

all textbooks prior to their adoption. The new 

adoption process places additional assurances 

and certifications on the publishers of all text-

books. The new adoption review process will be 

implemented immediately to ensure the accuracy 

of printed materials. 

 

In addition, we are very pleased that Five Ponds 

Press accepted the responsibility for the replace-

ment of the two textbooks at no cost to the local 

school divisions. Please be assured that the De-

partment of Education, Virginia Board of Educa-

tion and governorôs staff have worked together 

to ensure the accuracy of all student textbooks. 

 

Again, thank you for contacting Governor 

McDonnell. 

 

Sincerely /s/ Gerard Robinson.ò 

 

Mary Lou Melley, Co-President 

Acting Public Policy Chair 

ñLettersò 
(Continued from page 3) 

Book Sale Workersõ  

Reward 
 

Caroline Pickens recently wrote and sent two 

letters, one to Northern Virginia Community 

College and another to George Mason Univer-

sity. It should give great satisfaction to all our 

branch members to read the following: 

To Nova, we ñare pleased to award a $1250 

scholarship to Tram Le, a recent graduate of 

Pimmit Hills High School. A check for the 

scholarship is enclosedéò 

And also, 

We are ñvery pleased to award a $2,500 schol-

arship to Lucy B. Cox selected by your office 

(George Mason University, Office of Student 

Financial Aid) based on our scholarship guide-

lines.ò 

May Dinner Speaker Andrew Kreig with VP for Programs  Dorothy Hassan 

and Co-President  Nancy Patterson at the Branch Spring Dinner 
Photo by Rebecca Horahan 
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MORNING LIT 
  

The Morning Literature group will meet on 

Friday, June 10 for our annual book selection 

meeting and luncheon. The festivities take 

place at Kazans restaurant in McLean starting 

at 11 a.m. We will pick the books we wish to 

read and then have a wonderful lunch. Please 

let Rebecca Horahan know if you will be 

attending. All are welcome. 

  

Rebecca Horahan 

 

GREAT DECISIONS 
  

Both groups will be meeting in June to dis-

cuss Chapter 5, Germanyôs Ascendancy. 

Your hosts are 

Thursday June 9 at noon, Sally Liff, 

sdlact@cox.net and  

Tuesday June 21 at 9:30 a.m., Connie Small, 

cfsmall@cox.net. 

 

The Thursday noon group will not meet in 

July and August. The hosts for the Tuesday 

group for the summer are 

Tuesday, July 19 at 9:30 a.m., Suzanne Watts,  

scwatts@verizon.net and 

Tuesday, Aug.16 at 9:30 a.m., Raji Brahmam, 

rajibrahmam@verizon.net. 

  

Please get in touch with your hostess, if you 

plan to attend. 

 

The Tuesday group is still in need of a host 

for Sep.20. 

  

Angela Ehemann 

  

CURRENT EVENTS 
 

The Current Events group will continue to 

meet during the summer, first Tuesday of the 

month at 9:30 a.m. The dates are June 7, July 

5, and Aug. 2. The meeting place is the Star 

Nut Cafe at 1445 Laughlin Avenue, McLean, 

in the Palladium Building. 

 

Bring an item to discuss, from the newspa-

pers or another source, plus your ideas. If you 

plan to attend any of the meetings, please 

notify Jeanette Calland at 703/734-0659, or 

janeausten61@verizon.net.  

 

Linda Regan 

 

{t9/L![  
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Bridge 
Ruth Powers 

 703/821-2431 

ruthpowers@starpower.net 

Current Events 
Mary Lou Melley 

703/536-6498 

MelleyM@aol.com 

Around Town 

Great Decisions  
Morning 

Angela Ehemann 

703/893-3578 

acehemann@verizon.net 

Noon 

Betsy Reddaway 

703/448-9195 

pbreddaway@verizon.net 

International  
Hospitality 
Miriam Howard 

703/532-8975  

mshoward2@verizon.net 

Morning Literature 
Mary de Tray 

703/992-7526 

mdetray@gmail.com 

Rebecca Horahan 

703/356-1424 

rhorahan@verizon.net 
 

By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through 

educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.  

For membership information call  
Sheila Fletcher 703/281-0398 or Sandra Sieber 571/214-4006  

mailto:janeausten61@verizon.net


 

McLean Area Branch 

1442 Towlston Rd. 

Vienna, VA 22182 

Branch Website: 

www.mcleanaauw.org 

AAUW advances 

equity for  

women and girls 

through  

advocacy,  

education, and  

research. 

In principle and in practice, 

AAUW values and seeks a 

diverse membership. There 

shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organi-

zation on the basis of gen-

der, race, creed, age, sexual 

orientation, national origin, 

disability, or class. 

 

Website: www.AAUW.org 

June 

Sat, 4 10 a.m.ð4 p.m. Book Collection at the SunTrust Bank on Maple 

 Ave. in Vienna *  

Tues, 7 9:30 a.m.  Current Events Meeting at  the Star Nut Café, McLean * 

 7 p.m. Board turnover meeting at Mary Lou Melleyõs home 

Thurs, 9 Noon Great Decisions Group Meeting at Sally Liffõs home * 

Fri, 10 11 a.m.  Morning Lit Book Selection Meeting at Kazans restaurant, McLean * 

Thurs 16ñSun 19  AAUW National Convention in Washington D.C. 

Tues, 21 9:30 a.m.  Great Decisions Group Meeting at Connie Smallõs home * 

Thurs, 23 2 p.m. Program Committee Meeting ð call Dorothy Hassan for details (703/407-2828) 

Sat, 25 10 a.m.ð4 p.m. Book Collection at the SunTrust Bank on Maple Ave. in Vienna *  

July 
Tues, 5 9:30 a.m.  Current Events Meeting at  the Star Nut Café, McLean * 

Sat, 9  10 a.m.ð4 p.m. Book Collection at the Sun Trust Bank on Maple Ave. in Vienna *  

Tues, 19 9:30 a.m.  Great Decisions Group Meeting at Suzanne Wattõs home *  

Sat, 30 10 a.m.ð4 p.m. Book Collection at the Sun Trust Bank on Maple Ave. in Vienna *  

August 
Tues, 2 9:30 a.m.  Current Events Meeting at  the Star Nut Café, McLean * 

Tues, 16 9:30 a.m.  Great Decisions Group Meeting at Raji Brahmamõs home * 

Sat, 20   Deadline for articles to be in the September News 

SUMMER CALENDAR  


