
McLean Area Branch 
AAUW of Virginia 

 Branch Annual  

Business Meeting 
March 15 

 

Mark your calendar. We are having our annual 

business meeting and potluck on Tuesday, 

March 15, 6:30 p.m. at the McLean Community 

Center. 

 

First the food: last names A ï F please bring a 

dessert; G-Z please bring an entr®e or salad to 

feed four or six. 

 

Then the gathering  

around the tables to 

discuss your answers 

to a few questions 

regarding branch ac-

tivities and attendance, 

and to suggest your 

bright ideas! 

 

The business portion 

involves minutes, 

treasurerôs report, and 

a surprise delivery of some delightful certificates 

by Peggy Stotz. 

  

We will have the status of ongoing efforts such 

as the book sale and programs and special inter-

est groups. 

 

The nominating committee will present the pro-

posed slate of branch officers for the 2011-2012 

year. Nominations from the floor are welcome. 

Those attending will then vote on the candidates 

for those offices. 

 

There may be some 

special guests includ-

ing fellowship recipi-

ents in the area and 

perhaps some mem-

bers of the Interna-

tional Hospitality 

Group. 

 

See you there! 

 

Mary Lou Melley 
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Nominating Committee Report  
 

The Nominating Committee presents the following slate of branch officers for the 2011/12 year  

for election at the March branch business meeting: 

 

Co-Presidents: Nancy Patterson and Mary Lou Melley 

Co-Vice Presidents for Membership: Sheila Fletcher and Sandra ñSandyò Sieber 

Co-Vice President for Programs: Dorothy Hassan 

Treasurer: Aroona Borpujari 

Branch Secretary: Alexandra ñSandeeò Lewis-Haskell 

Board Secretary: Suzanne Hamilton 
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T here are over one hundred members in our McLean Area 

Branch. What binds us together and 

leads to progress for our issues? 

 

First, from the Public Policy Program state-

ment, AAUWôs mission is defined as advanc-

ing equity for women and girls through  

advocacy, education, philanthropy, and re-

search and speaks to womenôs needs, aspira-

tion, and concerns across the life span. Our 

branch members are outstandingly committed 

to advancing that equity. 

 

Some examples of that activism include the 

project now looming before us, the McLean 

Area Branch Annual Used Book Sale. Again 

and again, through many years, this project has 

been defined, led, and supported by almost 

every member in our branch. The funds result-

ing from the sale support education (locally, 

nationally and internationally) and research. 

 

At this very moment, two of our members have 

come forward with energy and commitment to 

co-chair the book sale. Helene Beale and Sally 

Goodson are already on board and working on 

communicating with the bank and renting the 

POD. However there is, at this moment Iôm 

writing, a need for a third co-chair who would 

provide the knowledge and support to these 

women. The call is out ï the position does not 

require a lonely, 24/7 work week; but it does 

provide an opportunity for collegial experienc-

es and a sense of achievement. Many thanks to 

Helene and Sally; we are all here to support 

you. 

 

Another member, Dorothy Hassan, has provid-

ed interesting and educational programs at our 

branch meetings. At the February Saturday 

meeting, attendees were treated to an outstand-

ing presentation by Dr. Jeffrey Schulman, a 

practicing OB/GYN in Northern Virginia. 

First, he stated unequivocally, that ñYou are 

not your uterus!ò With a power-point presenta-

tion members were treated to an excellent  

biology lesson on a subject important to all 

women. He spoke about óThe New Hysterecto-

myô and described the use of laparoscopic  

technology including robotics and answered 

membersô questions. His answers included 

advice on vaccine to avoid cervical cancer (he 

said yes) and hormone replacement therapy 

(the results of much research). Thank you to  

Dorothy. 

 

Members are enjoying discussions by attending 

the branchôs Great Decisions groups (led by 

Angela Ehemann and Betsy Reddaway) as well 

as Current Events (Jeannette Calland 

and Linda Regan). These activities ful-

fill a desire for information, facts, and 

understanding of the world around us. 

 

If members have an urge to work active-

ly for AAUWôs public policy principles, 

the AAUW Volunteer Lobby Corps pro-

vides an opportunity. Since we live in 

óinterestingô times, there is much to 

learn and Corps members can communi-

cate those principles directly to our 

elected representatives. 

 

As for managing our branch, state, and 

national AAUW, we have several oppor-

tunities: first, attend our branch annual 

business meeting and potluck on March 

15 at 6:30 p.m.; second, join the number 

of branch members making the trip to 

the AAUW of Virginia Spring Meeting 

(April 9-10 in Wytheville); and finally, 

plan to attend the 2011 AAUW National 

Convention June 16ï19  in Washington 

D.C. You can register on-line, and offer-

(Continued on page 3) 
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ing to volunteer will give you a reduction in the 

registration fee. An exciting list of speakers is 

promised. 

 

Then, for fun, the Morning Literature group, 

headed by Mary de Tray and Rebecca Horahan, 

provides interesting reviews and discussions 

about books chosen by the group. In addition, 

the group has organized an Author Luncheon on 

April 8 featuring Helen Simonson author of  

Major Pettigrewôs Last Stand. 

 

The International Coffee and Cultural Exchange, 

coordinated by branch member Miriam Howard, 

meets most Wednesdays for hospitality to the 

spouses of diplomats stationed in our area. 

 

Finally, the branch offers Bridge, coordinated by 

Ruth Powers, and Around Town, which offers  

occasional art, theater, or dinner events. 

 

Itôs time to think Spring and concentrate on 

pleasant thoughts during these wintry days. Im-

agine enjoying the azaleas again while making 

the most of all that AAUW offers today. 

 

Mary Lou 

(Continued from page 2) 

From the Editor 

The McLean Area Branch News is pub-

lished monthly, September through June, 

except for a bimonthly issue for Decem-

ber and January. Articles are due the 

20th of the month preceding each issue. 

Articles should be in final form and 

identified as being for the newsletter. 

Guidelines for your articles are welcome 

as are suggestions for the newsletter.  

 

Please send your articles for the April 

News by March 20 via e-mail or postal 

mail.  

prbacher@verizon.net  

Pam Bacher,1442 Towlston Rd., 

Vienna, VA 22182 

Newsletter Editor: Pam Bacher, 703/281-2595 

Mailing: Barbara Carr, 703/356-3127 

 

Do You Know About  

the AAUW Member  

Services Database? 

You should! 
 

T he AAUW national website (www.aauw.org) is a wealth of 

information. One useful tool for of-

ficers and members is the Member 

Services Database (MSB). This database pro-

vides individuals, states, and branches the ability 

to conduct AAUW business online. Before you 

begin using the MSD, please take a few minutes 

to read the Member Services Database Startup 

Reference Guide. If you are a state or branch 

officer, make sure to read the Member Services 

Database Intro Memo, which provides officer-

specific details. 

 

In order to access the MSD you must first be a 

member, then log in at the far right top of the 

home page (it will only ask for your member 

number, which is on your copy of Outlook, the 

national AAUW publication; they also have an 

easy ñlookupò procedure). 

 

Once you are logged in, click on ñMember Ser-

vices Data Baseò and then you will enter your 

password if you have one. If not, the informa-

tional material listed on the left side of this page 

can help you do this. After you enter your pass-

word, you will see some choices on the left. 

Unless you are an officer you will only be able 

to see and change your personal information. 

This is where you can update your e-mail, phone 

number, and  address. You can also ask the 

branch treasurer to do it but it is quicker and 

simpler to do it yourself! 

 

This is a valuable source of information for the 

branch treasurer and membership VP. It lists all 

current members and their join date, plus mail 

and e-mail addresses and phone. The MSD can 

serve as the basis for your branch directory if 

you have one. You can also identify all new 

members with this tool, and dropped members 

for follow-up. 

 

I assure you I am generally a ñcomputer-phobeò 

and am critical of user unfriendly systems; I 

think the AAUW website is easy to use and is a 

very useful tool. Try it, you might like it! 

 

Sandy Sieber, Co-Membership VP 
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State Conference  

 Spring Getaway 
 

T he Wytheville Branch of 

AAUW is sponsoring a Virgin-

ia state meeting for the first time 

ever! For years whenever there was 

a convention or state meeting, branches in the 

Southwest District had to travel sometimes great 

distances if they attended. Now, the Wytheville 

Branch invites the entire state to come visit 

them, April 8-10, in the beautiful southwest cor-

ner of the state. Theyôve planned fun activities to 

make the trip worthwhile: it has the feel of a 

Spring getaway.  

 

Not only that, itôs a bargain! The registration 

price for the entire conference is $50. That in-

cludes 2 meals and a reception. Three hotels are 

offering great rates and each is within 3 minutes 

of the meeting venue. Itôs possible that first-time

-attendees may win a door prize or raffle. On top 

of that, each branch that attends will take home a 

$100 rebate from AAUW of Virginia. 

 

Of course during the State Conference AAUW 

business will be taken care of. We will vote on a 

bylaws amendment and elect our vice president 

for membership, vice president for finance, and 

recording secretary. Four interesting and timely 

workshops will be presented. David Kirkwood, 

AAUW Board of Directors, will speak at lunch. 

Named Honorees from all the branches will be 

announced.  

But, what, you ask, makes this conference feel 

like a spring getaway? Start with the beautiful 

drive to the western side of Virginia on April 8, 

the budding of spring. Bring a friend or family 

member, as well as branch members, to keep 

you company. Your guestôs food (two meals and 

a reception) will only cost an additional $25. 

Wear your college t-shirt, sweatshirt, or colors to 

show off at the dessert reception the evening of 

your arrival. Wytheville has a Country Fair 

planned for your entertainment afterwards. Sat-

urday afternoon, when AAUW business is fin-

ished, join one of the three area tours that are 

offered, or ñdoò Wytheville on your own. The 

branch has provided a list of options for your 

enjoyment. Saturday evening dress casually for 

the Country Buffet where you will enjoy south-

ern cuisine, hear music depicting Appalachian 

culture, and listen to an excellent speaker,  

Charlie White, Wytheville Community College 

president. On the return trip home, relish the 

feeling of good spirits and AAUW energy that 

results when all of us are gathered!  

 

Read about the details of the State Conference 

and leisure activities in the Virginia Vision, the 

conference brochure, or online at 

www.aauwofva.org. Register soon. After March 

5, the price goes up. See you there! 

 

Patsy Quick 

AAUW of Virginia,  

Vice President for Communications 

703/360-8678, pnquick@cox.net  

 

Spring into  
Action:  
State  
Conference  
in Wytheville,  
April 8-10 

LAF Supports Plaintiffs in 

Wal-Mart Lawsuit  
 

L ast month the AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund committed to assisting the plaintiffs 

in the Dukes v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. lawsuit, 

potentially the largest workplace discrimination 

class-action lawsuit in U.S. history. LAF is sign-

ing an amicus brief in the case and providing 

financial assistance for six of the lead plaintiffs 

to travel to Washington, D.C., to attend oral ar-

guments at the U.S. Supreme Court. The court 

will decide whether the plaintiffs can pursue the 

case as a class action. If the court affirms the 

class certification, the lower courts will hear the 

plaintiffs' discrimination claim. AAUW urges 

local members to support the plaintiffs by at-

tending the oral arguments on March 29. 

 

The Legal Advocacy Fund originally focused on 

sex discrimination lawsuits in the academic con-

text. It has now expanded into considering those 

cases that arise in the workplace. Lilly Ledbetter 

is an example. This is why AAUW has filed to 

support the women workers from Wal-Mart. 

 

Peggy Stotz, Chair AAUW Funds 

 

http://www.aauwofva.org
mailto:pnquick@cox.net
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Public  

Policy  

Matters! 

The Hill 

House Votes  

to Cut $60 Billion,  

Setting Up Budget Clash 
 

T he House, early Saturday Feb. 19, ap-proved a huge package of spending cuts, 

slashing more than $60 billion from domestic 

programs, foreign aid, and even some military 

projects, as the new Republican majority made 

good on its pledge to turn the grassroots fervor 

of the November elections into legislative action 

to shrink the size and scope of government. 

 

The vote, of 235 to 189, was a victory for the 

large class of fiscally conservative Republican 

freshmen that is fiercely determined to change 

the ways of Washington. It set the stage for a 

standoff with Senate Democrats and the White 

House. Each side has warned the situation could 

lead to a shutdown of the federal government in 

early March. 

 

First keep in mind that the Congress reconvenes 

Feb. 28. The representatives and senators of 

each party will be determining their strategy to 

deal with the budget crisis. But letôs take a look 

at the impact of the proposed cuts in the House 

legislation on AAUWôs principles.  

 

AAUW Lobby Corps members visited Senate 

offices on Feb. 17 to inform the senators of the 

following. 

 

The Houseôs proposed funding cuts the maxi-

mum Pell grant award of $5,550 by 15 percent, 

impacting more than nine million students.  

 

The bill would end all funding for community 

health programs that provide cost-saving screen-

ings, as well as for Title X which provides 

health care for millions of low-income women 

and families. It would stop all funding for teen 

pregnancy prevention grants. 

 

The bill would eliminate initiatives that help 

older Americans stay in their homes as they age. 

Programs that prevent high school dropouts 

would be entirely eliminated. It would end the 

Even Start and Striving Readers programs which 

support literacy projects for low-income chil-

dren. 

 

The bill would endanger the enforcement pro-

grams that protect many women denied their 

rights under the Family and Medical 

Leave Act and women subjected to 

harassment on the job.  

 

The proposed appropriations from 

the House would eliminate the U.S. 

contribution to the United Nations 

Population Fund, vital to internation-

al development and family planning. 

 

In addition, despite a voice vote de-

feating this amendment, the House 

passed (240-185) Rep. Mike Penceôs 

(R-IN) amendment to prohibit feder-

al funding for Planned Parenthood. 

Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA), who spoke at  

AAUWôs 2009 national convention, gave an 

impassioned speech during debate, accusing the 

other side of using womenôs health as a political 

pawn. 

 

Additionally but not finally, there is a national 

fight over school vouchers focusing on Wash-

ington D.C. schools. The program, known as the 

ñOpportunity Scholarship Program,ò was a hot 

topic on Capitol Hill a week ago. At a Senate 

hearing, Sens. Joseph Lieberman (I-CT) and 

Susan Collins (R-ME) threatened to cut funding 

to D.C. public schools if the voucher program 

was not extended. The threat was particularly 

unsettling to D.C. Mayor Vincent Grey (D), who 

was at the hearing to testify against vouchers. 

On the House side, Speaker John Boehner (R-

OH) continued his efforts to reinvigorate the 

program. In a calculated move, House Republi-

cans added $15.5 million in funding for D.C. 

vouchers to the proposed continuing resolution 

on the budget. In a Feb. 9 floor statement, Del. 

Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) advocated 

against vouchers and the federal governmentôs 

encroachment of D.C. home rule. 

 

AAUW stands firmly by the belief that the coun-

try should provide an excellent public education 

for all children, not private school vouchers for a 

few. 

 

Take Action! Urge your senator to oppose the 

drastic funding cuts proposed in the Full-Year 

Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011 (H.R. 1) 

that would cut $62 billion from FY11 appropria-

tions.  

 

Sources include the New 

York Times, AAUW 

Washington Update, and 

Lobby Corps Briefing 

Paper.  

 

Mary Lou Melley 

Urge your senator to oppose the drastic 

funding cuts . . . 

4!+% !#4)/. 

http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CFYROTEQYE/FRPCOTERLR/6505243351
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/CFYROTEQYE/FRPCOTERLR/6505243351
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The Springfield -Annandale Branch, AAUW of Virginia  
American Association of University Women 

invites you to join them at their tenth . . .  

 
 

 
 

 
on Saturday, MARCH 19,  2011  

 
11 a.m. till 2 p.m.  

 
at the Country Club of Fairfax  

5110 Ox Road, Fairfax, VA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Speaker is  

REBECCA SHEIR 
Radio Personality 

(News anchor, host, and reporter, WAMU 88.5 FM) 

 

Event includes a silent auction, luncheon, and guest speaker. 
Come and enjoy! 

 

Tickets are $38  
 

(Deadline for ticket sale is March 14) 
 

The fundraiser supports AAUW programs such as fellowships, leadership development,  
lifelong education for women, the Legal Advocacy Fund, and other similar projects.  

 

TO MAKE A RESERVATION 
CALL ROSE CLARK at 703/256-6246 

or use SpringFling@cox.net 
 

Checks ($35 per person) should be written to ñSpringfield-Annandale, AAUW.ò  
Mail checks to Rose Clark, 4927A Sunset Lane, Annandale, VA 22003-6621. 

 
Reserved seating will be available for all ticket holders. 

mailto:SpringFling@cox.net
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MORNING LIT 
The Morning Literature group will meet 

on Friday, March 11 to discuss the book 

The Big Short: Inside the Doomsday Ma-

chine by Michael Lewis. Morning Lit 

meets at 9:30 a.m. at the McLean Communi-

ty Center. Mona Smith will review the book 

and Reed Isbell and Dawn Schulz will host-

ess. All are welcome. 

Rebecca Horahan 

CURRENT EVENTS 
The Current Events folks met on Feb. 1, in 

spite of the ice and snow. We discussed the 

situation in Egypt, abortion and de-

mographics, bonuses for Bank of America 

executives (high), and other items in the 

news. 

The next meeting will be March 1 (the first 

Tuesday), 9:30 a.m. at the Star Nut Cafe, 

located at 1445 Laughlin Ave., in downtown 

McLean. If youôd like to attend, notify Jean-

ette Calland at 703/734-0659, or at janeaus-

ten61@verizon.net. 

Linda Regan 

GREAT DECISIONS 
In March, the Great Decisions participants 

will discuss ñAmerican National Security 

since 9/11,ò the second chapter in the book 

prepared by the Foreign Policy Association.  

There are two opportunities to attend the pro-

gram. 

March 10, Thursday, noon to 2 p.m., Ginger 

MacEwenôs house, 1703 Chesterford Way, 

McLean, e-mail at  

vmacewen@alumni.duke.edu. 

 

March 15, Tuesday, 9:30 a.m., Anne  

Studnerôs home. 303 Jean Way, Vienna,  

e-mail at ann-san@juno.com 

 

Please contact the hostess to let her know you 

will be coming. 

 

Betsy Reddaway and Angela Ehemann  

{t9/L![  

Lb¢9w9{¢ Dwh¦t{ 

Bridge 
Ruth Powers 

 703/821-2431 

ruthpowers@starpower.net 

Current Events 
Mary Lou Melley 

703/536-6498 

MelleyM@aol.com 

Around Town 

Great Decisions  
Morning 

Angela Ehemann 

703/893-3578 

acehemann@verizon.net 

Noon 

Betsy Reddaway 

703/448-9195 

pbreddaway@verizon.net 

International  
Hospitality 
Miriam Howard 

703/532-8975  

mshoward2@verizon.net 

Morning Literature 
Mary de Tray 

703/992-7526 

mdetray@gmail.com 

Rebecca Horahan 

703/356-1424 

rhorahan@verizon.net 
 

Save the Date 

Morning Lit Annual Author Luncheon 
  

On April 8 we will be holding our annual author luncheon. Helen Simonson will be our 

guest speaker. Her book is Major Pettigrew's Last Stand.  

ñFunny, barbed, winsome storytelling from a first-time novelist shaping an odd-couple ro-

mance. When the rigidly correct British widower of the title meets the dignified, elegant, 

conveniently widowed Mrs. Ali, he scandalizes his provincial neighbors and sets off a slew 

of screwball consequences.ò ðJanet Maslin Top Ten Books 2010 New York Times. 

Copies of Simonson's book will be available for purchase and she will be happy to auto-

graph them. 

  

The catered luncheon starts at noon at the McLean Community Center. The cost is $25 and 

is open to all McLean AAUW members. We expect the luncheon to be popular so make 

your reservations early, but no later than April 1, by sending a check made out to Ruth 

Powers and mailed to her home at 7580 Potomac Fall Road, McLean, VA 22102. 

  

Mark the date, read the book, and invite friends to join us!! 

 

Rebecca Horahan 

 



 

McLean Area Branch 

1442 Towlston Rd. 

Vienna, VA 22182 

Branch Website: 

www.mcleanaauw.org 

AAUW advances 

equity for  

women and girls 

through  

advocacy,  

education, and  

research. 

MARCH CALENDAR  

By joining AAUW, we belong to a community that breaks through 

educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.  

For membership information call  
Sheila Fletcher 703/281-0398 or Sandra Sieber 571/214-4006  

In principle and in practice, 

AAUW values and seeks a 

diverse membership. There 

shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organi-

zation on the basis of gen-

der, race, creed, age, sexual 

orientation, national origin, 

disability, or class. 

 

Website: www.AAUW.org 

Tues, 1 9:30 a.m. Current Events Meeting at the Star Nut Caf® in McLean * 

 7 p.m. Board Meeting at the McLean Government Center,  

  Balls Hill Road 

Thurs, 10 Noon Great Decisions Discussion Group  

  at Ginger MacEwenôs home * 

Fri, 11 9:30 a.m. Morning Lit Meeting at the  McLean Community Center * 

Tues, 15 9:30 a.m. Great Decisions Discussion Group at Anne Studnerôs home * 

  6:30 p.m. Branch Potluck Dinner and  Meeting  

  at the McLean Community Center *  

Sat, 19 11 a.m–2 p.m.  Springfield-Annandale Branch Spring Fling  

  at the Country Club of Fairfax * 

Sun, 20  Deadline for the April News 


