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O 
ur 42nd annual book 

sale took place Sep-

tember 16-18 on a 

perfect fall weekend 

of cool, dry weather. We col-

lected over 56,000 donated 

books and electronic media 

during the summer and took in 

more than $38,000 in sales, the 

bulk of which will be applied 

to fellowships and grants for 

women. Once again, the Sun-

Trust Bank, East Vienna, al-

lowed us to use their wonderful third floor to 

sort and store our books, the McLean Communi-

ty Center reserved several rooms for our sale, 

and Potomac Disposal Services donated the use 

of a dumpster.  

 

As always, the success of this book sale is due to 

the long hours put in by our members, many of 

whom have worked hard on the sale year after 

year. Juanita Cullen (with her sonôs help) once 

again took charge of publicity, preparing and 

distributing flyers and signs throughout the area, 

and placing ads online and in various publica-

tions. Fran Pearce generously allowed the use 

of her phone number on the flyers and took calls 

from the public. Diane Alden again recruited 

volunteers for the five summer collections, 

which Donna Dietz efficiently supervised and 

ran. Amanda Norton scheduled workers for the 

sale weekend. 

 

Sue Burggraf, Bettie Clark, Dorothy Dibner, 

Margaret Hines, and Rebecca Horahan spent 

countless hours again this year pricing our 

ñtreasures,ò and Anne Kanter (with advice from 

Ann Marie Grady) joined them this year in pric-

ing special cookbooks. It was very helpful to 

have category leaders who boxed books in their 

categories, while checking to make sure that 

possible ñtreasuresò hadnôt been overlooked by 

sorters. Our thanks go to all those category lead-

ers: Sue Burggraf, Rebecca Horahan, Margaret 

Hines, Dorothy Dibner, Anne Kanter, Suzanne 

Watts, Dawn Schultz, Connie Small, Anne  

Studner, Lindy Rackiewicz, Pam Bacher, Angela 

Ehemann, Rahn Kim, Ruth Powers, Laurie  

Warhol, and Sandee Lewis-Haskell, as well as to  

Brenda Nadjicka who did a great job handling 

the many varieties of ñhow toò books. Diane 

Lovejoy helped with boxing of several catego-

ries. 

 

Our great appreciation as well to all those who 

were in charge of various operations during the 

sale itself. Caroline Pickens, our book sale treas-

urer, devoted innumerable hours to keeping 

track of the collected money, delivering it to the 

bank, and preparing financial reports. Once 

again, Pam Bacher handled refreshments for the 

sale, providing drinks and snacks for our tired 

and hungry volunteers. Ruth Powers counted 

boxes before and after the sale and provided us 

with estimates of books donated and sold in each 

subject category. Sandy Sieber and Sheila 

Fletcher greeted people in the lobby and recruit-

ed eight new members for our branch. 

  

Very special thanks also to Betsy Reddaway who 

took charge of the difficult but crucial task of 

finding homes for all of our leftover books. Due 

to her excellent planning, all of our unsold books 

were picked up on Sunday afternoon by several 

organizations. The vast majority will be used for 
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A 
h, the stress that the weather provided us 

during the past month. It seems as if we 

still overcame the earthquake, hurricane, 

and flood, though.  

 

In fact, our branch members did more than 

survive the weather; they went on to prove 

themselves super workers, organizers, cashiers, 

librarians, box cutters, accountants, public rela-

tions experts, and more by providing the public 

with a successful used book sale. Itôs amazing 

the ódevotionô to these duties that so many 

members demonstrated. We are very grateful 

for all the members who worked on this suc-

cessful event that was so ably led by Ginger 

MacEwen, Reed Isbell, and Helene Beale. And 

thanks to the many Girl Scouts who worked so 

willingly. 

 

I go back to the message that one of our nation-

al convention speakers gave concerning be-

longing to an organization and attracting new 

members. 

 

One of the motives of people joining is a desire 

to make a difference. Certainly our branch 

members are making a difference by donating 

the proceeds of the book sale to women and 

girls working toward their educational goals. In 

fact, AAUW has provided many opportunities 

for donations and we have the power to decide 

which areas we will support. Some of these 

were listed in the September newsletter. They 

include the Legal Advocacy Fund, Educational 

Opportunities Fund, the Public Policy Fund, 

support for college leadership programs, and a 

newer one, Elect Her, which teaches leaders 

the skills they need to run for student govern-

ment, with an eye toward running for public 

office in the future. 

 

For another opportunity to make a difference, 

AAUW offers the Volunteer Capitol Hill  

Lobby Corps. The AAUW public policy staff 

provides substantive briefings about pending 

legislation and related issues each week. Using 

this information, members meet on Capitol Hill 

every Thursday that Congress is in session and 

travel, in pairs, to six to eight Senate or House 

offices. They deliver the AAUW message and 

letter to the legislative aides, urging the elected 

official to co-sponsor or vote for an issue im-

portant to the 100,000 bipartisan members of 

AAUW nationwide. 

 

Besides working hard on our goals, members 

of an organization join to be part of a commu-

nity and enjoy the company of others. We hope 

to have a dining out night in the near future and 

possible art and theater experiences.  

 

In addition, there is the quest for learning that 

members may have; we support a desire to 

become more informed by participating in one 

or more of the Great Decisions, Current 

Events, and Morning Literature Groups. The 

added benefit, in each case, is the pleasure of 

membersô company, along with sharing con-

versations. 

 

For the meeting on October 18, we will enjoy 

the company of Shirley Kenny, retired presi-

dent of Stony Brook University. She will focus 

on the gains for women in higher education 

over the years. 

 

And the Northern District fall meeting will 

have Chuck Bean, the Executive Director of 

the Nonprofit Roundtable of Greater Washing-

ton, talking about ñGiving to Charity: Whom 

Do You Trust?ò It will take place at 10 a.m. on 

Saturday, October 22 at Kings Park Library in 

Burke (not really that far away). 

 

Finally, a thank you to Pam Bacher who said 

she would deliver our branch directory by the 

book sale and she did it! 

 

Mary Lou 
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It is with sadness and regret 
that we announce the sudden death of John 

Patterson, husband of Nancy Patterson, on 

September 18 in Austin Texas. They were 

attending a reunion with friends at the time. 

Nancyôs mailing address is PO Box 9223, 

McLean VA 22102. 
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Meetings 

and  

Programs 

McLean Area Branch October Speaker 

Shirley Strum Kenny 
 

D 
r. Shirley Strum Kenny was the first 

woman and the first humanist to serve as 

president of Stony Brook University. 

Under her tenure the university was 

elected to the Association of American Universi-

ties (AAU), the top 62 research universities in 

North America, and was recognized as 127th of 

12,000 universities worldwide by the London 

Times Higher Education Survey.  

 

She has dedicated her career to public higher 

education, which she considers the most im-

portant sector because it impacts more than 80 

percent of the American college population, in-

cluding those whose financial resources are lim-

ited. She served as chair of English and then 

provost for arts and humanities at the University 

of Maryland College Park and president of 

Queens College, City University of New York, 

before becoming president of Stony Brook Uni-

versity. 

 

Concerned about the state of undergraduate edu-

cation at major research universities, Kenny 

headed a national initiative to address the issue. 

She launched and chaired the Boyer Commis-

sion on Educating Undergraduates in the  

Research University, funded by the Carnegie 

Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. 

The Commissionôs report, Reinventing Under-

graduate Education: A Blueprint for Americaôs 

Research Universities (1998) had an immediate 

and profound impact, not only on American re-

search universities, but on universities world-

wide. 

 

Kenny brought many new initiatives to Stony 

Brook University, including becoming co-

manager (with Battelle Memorial Institute) of 

Brookhaven National Laboratory, developing 

Stony Brook Manhattan and Stony Brook South-

ampton (an 82-acre campus dedicated to sustain-

ability studies), developing two incubators as 

well as purchasing land and beginning develop-

ment of a 246-acre research park contiguous to 

the campus, and developing the Stony Brook 

Alliance with Brookhaven National Laboratory, 

and Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, to receive 

funding from New York State for joint research 

projects. As president she also twice received 

the largest gifts ever given to a State University 

of New York school. 

 

Her personal honors include the Fulbright Life-

time Achievement Medal, Outstanding Woman 

at the University of Maryland, Outstanding 

Alumna at the University of Chicago, and Dis-

tinguished Alumna of the University of Texas. 

She is the recipient of five honorary degrees 

including international ones. 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

From the Editor 

The McLean Area Branch News is pub-

lished monthly, September through June, 

except for a bimonthly issue for Decem-

ber and January. Articles are due the 

20th of the month preceding each issue. 

Articles should be in final form and 

identified as being for the newsletter. 

Guidelines for your articles are welcome 

as are suggestions for the newsletter.  

 

Please send your articles for the No-

vember News by October 20 via e-mail 

or postal mail.  

prbacher@verizon.net  

Pam Bacher 1442 Towlston Rd., 

Vienna, VA 22182 

Newsletter Editor: Pam Bacher, 703/281-2595 

Mailing: Barbara Carr, 703/356-3127 

Northern District News 

October Meeting 
 

The Northern District fall meeting will be October 22 at Kings Park library, 

9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke, VA. Doors open at 10 a.m. The meeting will 

start at 10:30 and will end by 1 p.m. 

The keynote speaker is Chuck Bean, Executive Director of the Nonprofit 

Roundtable of Greater Washington, D.C. who will present ñGiving to Charity: 

Who Do You Trust?ò Bean has been with the Roundtable since its inception in 

2002. Prior to the Roundtable, he managed the Community Capacity Fund for 

Washington Grantmakers, which awarded grants to help local organizations 

respond to community needs after the September 11th attacks. Prior to that, 

Bean was the deputy director of a consortium of foundations supporting Em-
(Continued on page 6) 
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AAUW  

National  

Convention: 

Breaking 

through  

Barriers 

B 
reaking through Barriers, AAUWôs na-

tional convention was aptly named. One 

of my volunteer responsibilities included 

giving a tour of the AAUWôs national 

building. So much history is on display in the 

halls and offices, everything from a thank you 

note from Madam Curie for her grant for the 

radium she needed for her research to the honor-

ing of Judith Resnik , the second American as-

tronaut. The action shots show the suffragists 

being arrested in 1917, women marching for 

equal pay in 1943, and recognition for AAUWôs 

work in the US initiative for the United Nations 

to hold the first World Conference on Women in 

1975. The work AAUW does today was obvious 

everywhere, especially by the enthusiasm of the 

staff. I was so impressed by how hard they work, 

how hard our members work and the great lead-

ership of executive director Linda Hallman. 

 

What I find amazing is that we continue to need 

to break through barriers. We continue to advo-

cate for equal pay, and the enforcement of Title 

IX to open doors for women. We continue to 

raise money for fellowships and grants to help 

young women achieve their educational goals. 

We continue to keep these doors open by sup-

porting the Legal Advocacy Fund and leadership 

development programs like Elect Her and the 

National Conference for College Women Stu-

dent Leaders. We all need to keep up the work 

because the job isnôt done. 

 

Attending the national and state conferences 

helps to show that we, in the McLean Area 

Branch, are not alone in our efforts. There are 

women like us across the state and country 

working on our small projects and contributions 

but when they all get merged together, we as 

AAUW members make a tremendous impact on 

society. 

 

I would like to thank the branch for the support 

for my attending and encourage other members 

to attend these conventions. 

 

Peggy Stotz 

O 
n Tuesday November 8, there will be an 

election for Virginia state senators and 

delegates, and Fairfax County common-

wealth attorney, sheriff, chair of the 

board of supervisors, district supervisors, school 

board members, and soil and water commission-

ers. No wonder there are so many signs around! 

 

It has been a short election season, because pri-

maries werenôt held until August 23. The decen-

nial census required Virginia to redistrict all vot-

ing districts, and census data wasnôt available 

until February 2011. Also, since Virginia is under 

the Civil Rights Act, all changes had to be ap-

proved by the U.S. Department of Justice. Redis-

tricting for the U.S. Congressional Districts, 

which will affect the 2012 election, is still ñin 

process.ò  

 

For those of you in the Dranesville District, there 

has been a small change in boundaries. The Col-

vin precinct, south of Route 7, has shifted to 

Hunter Mill District. The Coates precinct, west of 

Dulles, has sifted to Dranesville.  

 

The biggest redistricting change has been in the 

31st and 32nd Virginia Senate districts. Janet How-

ell (32nd) was the Senator for most of Mclean and 

Great Falls. Now 14 of those precincts have been 

included in the 31st district. If you live between 

the Potomac River and Old Dominion inside the 

beltway, or the Toll Road outside the beltway, 

you are now most likely in the 31st. The 32nd 

gained 19 precincts to the south and west. 

 

There have been small changes to the House of 

Delegate districts. Here are the incumbents and 

the districts most of us live in: 34th ï Comstock; 

35th ï Keam; 36th ï Plum and 53rd ï Scott. 

 

For a specific view of the new senate and house 

district boundaries go to VPAP.org/updates/

redistricting maps. Click on the state map for a 

map of your district. It shows the old and new 

boundaries. Most of us are in the same precincts 

and vote at the same place. Itôs just where those 

precincts belong that has changed. 

 

We all should have received a new voter card 

from the Fairfax County Board of Elections 

showing your districts and polling place. If itôs 

gotten lost, call 703/324-4735 for more infor-

mation.  

 

For information on ñWhoôs on the Ballot,ò and 

after October 22, questions and answers from all 

the candidates, visit the League of Women Voters 

of the Fairfax Area at www.lwv-fairfax.org. Still 

confused? E-mail me, and Iôll try to help.  

 

Anne Kanter, akanter@cox.net 

 

P.S. There will be a Virginia 2012 presidential 

primary on March 6, 2012. 

Virginia  

Elections  

November 8 
 

http://www.lwv-fairfax.org
mailto:akanter@cox.net
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charitable endeavors. Feed the Hungry, 

which ships books to schools in the Phil-

ippines, took most of our childrenôs 

books. A McLean organization, SHARE, 

supported by many local churches, took 

some cookbooks for distribution to fami-

lies they help. Jude Ikebudu bought many 

books in several categories to either ship 

to schools and libraries in Nigeria or sell 

in order to fund his shipments to that 

country. Wonder Books agreed to pur-

chase our remaining treasures, and Read-

ing Tree and Books for International 

Goodwill/Annapolis Rotary picked up 

our remaining main room books. Reading 

Tree will donate the books to U.S. 

schools, libraries, hospitals, prisons, and 

daycare centers in poor neighborhoods, 

as well as sell some books online to fi-

nance their operation. Books for Interna-

tional Goodwill/Annapolis Rotary will 

donate some of our non-fiction books to 

military hospitals, military units over-

seas, and Indian reservations in addition 

to the other facilities mentioned above. 

After the sale all sent word that they 

would enjoy working with us again next 

year! 

 

The sale would not have been a success 

without the support of many other mem-

bers who helped with publicity, assisted 

on collection Saturdays, sorted and boxed 

the mounds of books and media that were 

donated, served as cashiers, floor work-

ers, and hall monitors during the sale, 

and assisted with money counting and 

bank deliveries. A total of 81 branch 

members and at least 12 family members 

put in more than 2200 volunteer hours at 

the bank or the McLean Community 

Center working on this enormous project. 

A great number of additional hours were 

spent by the co-chairs, pricers, and pub-

licity and scheduling coordinators who 

worked at home or ran errands related to 

book sale tasks. Several people put in 

more than 100 hours ï Sue Burggraf and 

Rebecca Horahan, as well as your three 

co-chairs. Quite a few members (and one 

husband) put in over 50 hours ï Ruth 

Powers, Sandee Lewis-Haskell, Bettie 

Clark, Donna Dietz, Margaret Hines, 

Gary Field, Lindy Rackiewicz, and Anne 

Kanter. 

 

We would have found it very difficult to 

deal with all the books donated during 

our five collections this summer without 

the help of Connor Dietz (Donnaôs son) 

and Tenzin Leipal, who worked so hard 

transporting heavy boxes of books to the 

third floor of the bank on all our collec-

tion days. An energetic Girl Scout and 

her mother picked up and recycled many 

of our empty boxes at the bank, and at 

the end of the sale we enlisted the help of 

several terrific groups of Girl Scouts and 

a few students from Longfellow Interme-

diate School. The young people were a 

fantastic help, assisting on Saturday and 

Sunday afternoons with box-

consolidation and post-sale cleanup. Sev-

eral Scouts and later Pam Bacherôs hus-

band, Gene, even climbed inside the 

dumpster and jumped on the cardboard 

pile in order to compress it and make 

room for more! 

 

Finally, we owe a huge debt of gratitude 

to a number of AAUW family members 

who volunteered their services in differ-

ent ways throughout the summer and at 

the sale. Many husbands pitched in. John 

Patterson and Jim Beale helped to pick 

up and unload many boxes of donated 

books prior to the first regular collection. 

Gary Field continued to be one of our 

most regular and dedicated sorters, and 

Chris Ehemann and Randy Ferryman, 

Mary Ellen Keeneôs husband, helped 

with sorting and 

boxing as well. 

This year, Dick 

MacEwen served 

as our sale photog-

rapher and created 

stands for the table 

signs. In addition, 

he and several oth-

er husbands Bob 

Clark, Gene 

Bacher, and Peter 

Reddaway ñsavedò 

us by pitching in at 

the end of the sale 

to move unsold 

books, take down 

and move tables 

and shelves, and 

take out trash after 

two young men we 

had recruited for 

those tasks failed to 

show up. Sue  

Burggrafôs friend, 

Dee Ryan, spent 

countless hours 

assisting during the summer and at the 

sale, and we appreciate her help so much. 

Daughters volunteered too. Among oth-

ers, Amanda Nortonôs daughters, Eleanor 

and Rachel, provided sorting assistance; 

and Jo Youngôs daughter, Emma, served 

as a floor worker.  

 

Congratulations and many, many thanks 

again to all who worked so hard on this 

yearôs book sale. We hope youôll excuse 

us for failing to include everyoneôs name. 

We also hope that those of you who 

havenôt helped with the book sale in the 

past will find some way to participate 

next year, as we depend on all our mem-

bers to make this major fundraising effort 

a success. Itôs a great way to get to know 

other members while raising funds for 

AAUW scholarships and fellowships. 

 

Helene Beale,  

Reed Isbell,  

Ginger MacEwen 

Book Sale Co-Chairs 

 

ñThe Book Saleò 
(Continued from page 1) 

Branch Member Donna Dietz (left center) Straightens Books  

in  the Main Room as Customers Browse 

Photo by Dick MacEwen 
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Prior to her administrative career, Kenny pub-

lished five books and many articles on restoration 

and eighteenth-century British literature. She is 

married to Robert W. Kenny, former Dean of 

Arts and Sciences at George Washington Univer-

sity. They are the parents of five children and 

have four grandchildren. 

Kenny received her bachelorôs of arts and bache-

lorôs of journalism degrees from the University of 

Texas, masterôs of arts from the University of 

Minnesota, and doctoral degree from the Univer-

sity of Chicago. 

 

Dorothy Hassan, VP Programs 

ñStrumò 
ñ(Continued from page 3) 

 

powerment Zones across the country (EZ/EC 

Foundation Consortium), the vice president of a 

fellowship program for nonprofit executive direc-

tors (Eureka Communities), and the founder of a 

nonprofit organization in Guatemala (Co-Invest). 

He is a Magna Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa 

graduate of Macalester College and received his 

Masterôs Degree in public policy from the Kenne-

dy School of Government at Harvard University.  

 

There will also be presentations on One Member 

One Vote and the upcoming state convention. 

The meeting is open to branch members and the 

public.  

Did you know?  

AAUW Member Services Database (MSD) 

The MSD has functions that allow members to 

see information on state and branch officers and 

memberôs information for your branch. But this is 

only useful if the information is correct. So go to 

http://www.aauw.org/member_center/ and make 

sure your profile is correct. 

 

Your Northern District Co-Representatives 

Sandra Lawrence, slawrence4@juno.com  

Nancy D. Joyner, dcdean@cox.net 

ñDistrict Newsò 
(Continued from page 3) 

September Celebration Photos 
 

Bottom Left, Left  to right: Judy Tart, Vice President 

for Development, Trinity University; Scholarship Re-

cipients from Trinity, Rosemary Surgick and Mildred 

Holmes; Local Scholarship Co-chair, Juanita Cullen 

 

Top Left: Co-President Mary Lou  Melley  with schol-

arship recipient Lucy Cox, a senior at George Mason 

University 

 

Above: The Happy Book Sale Co-Chairs left to right:  

Ginger MacEwen, Reed Isbell, and Helene Beale 

Photos by Rebecca Horahan 

http://www.aauw.org/member_center/
mailto:slawrence4@juno.com

